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Why are Allison and Levi at Hillel every 
Thursday from 10-12? Why did Lissa, a 
W.P. Carey School of Business student 
with numerous commitments and 
other campus leadership roles, spend 
� ve hours last fall in deep dialogue with 
her peers? Why did Sam come to Hillel 
11 times during the spring semester, 
when we had barely seen her in the fall 
after our August move-in brunch? 

The answers, respectively, are: 
• Bagel Thursdays, a weekly social 

with bagels provided by Chompie’s;
• Words of Wisdom, a student-led 

“hot topics” dialogue group; and
• BICEP Fellows, a new internship 

program supported by a 
partnership between StandWithUs, 
Seed the Dream Foundation, and 
the Birthright Israel Foundation, 
that invites recent Birthright 
participants to take a leadership 
role in keeping their group 
engaged in Israel education and 
engagement.

In the last two years, as a result 
of our transition to a student-run 
leadership board and increased 
� nancial support from several new 

grants, ASU Hillel’s programming has 
become more frequent and diverse. 
In addition to weekly events like 
Bagel Thursdays and Free Lunch 
Wednesdays, where students learn 
about various community involvement 
opportunities, we now o� er additional 
recurring leadership and internship 
programs such as our Monte� ore/
Farber leadership class and the Israel 
Fellowship.

The result? Hillel’s o� erings are 
more relevant and accessible to ASU 
students than ever before. The number 
of students who attend four or more 
events DOUBLED from 65 in the 2013-14 

school year to 132 in the 2015-16 school 
year. This increased involvement 
also leads to more interest in student 
leadership. Several students who 
will hold a Hillel internship in the 
fall, whether it be in programming, 
marketing, Jewish life, or Birthright 
engagement, got their start with a bagel 
or free lunch at one of Hillel’s weekly 
programs.

Our passion for improvement has led 
us to invest signi� cant time and energy 
into both growing our initiatives 
and tracking our growth. As a result 
of our participation in Measuring 
Excellence, a Hillel International 
program that helps local centers track 
and understand key indicators for 
success, ASU Hillel was recognized 
with an award for strengthening 
the global Hillel movement. We are 
thriving in the data-informed culture 
fostered by the program, using valuable 
benchmarking data to build on our 
success and advance Hillel’s vision 
that every student make an enduring 
commitment to Jewish life, learning 
and Israel.  

D O U B L I N G  O U R  R E A C H

Being a transfer student, and not having the 
social connections provided to freshmen, I 

chose Hillel as a starting point. I was part of 
Hillel at my previous college, but didn’t expect 

Hillel to be such an important part of my 
college experience. ASU is huge, and having 
a tight knit community and place of warmth 

was and is really important. I also felt a better 
connection to the ASU community through 

Hillel. I’m excited to be a marketing intern this 
fall and help other students learn about Hillel 
so they don’t miss out on all of the great things 

happening here. ben hirschhaut ‘18
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As we have spent time 
learning from Hillel 
International colleagues 
across the country, we 
hear one thing over 
and over again. People 
consistently comment on 
how connected ASU Hillel 
is to our surrounding 
community. The local 
community’s interest in 
our success, and our active 

partnerships with over 30 organizations in the 
Valley, sets our Hillel apart.  From advice and 
grants, to information sharing that helps us 
reach out to incoming students and relevant 
local organizations, we are grateful for the 
varied support we receive. 

We have three priorities when connecting with 
the community:

High school engagement. We hope that all 
Jewish teenagers engage with Jewish life in 
college. To this end, Hillel sta�  and student 
leaders run outreach and education programs 
in conjunction with BBYO, NFTY, Hebrew High, 
Jewish Student Union, Temple Emanuel of 
Tempe, and many other area synagogues. We 
would love every student we meet to attend 
ASU – and we do personal outreach to every 
incoming ASU student we know or hear about. 
At the same time, we realize that our e� orts 
are bigger than our local Hillel. Each time we 
connect with high school students, we are 
promoting a positive image of Jewish life with 
the goal that they will stay engaged no matter 
where they end up for college. 

Telling the Hillel story. The Hillel movement 
is evolving and expanding at a rapid pace. We 
have many ways to show and tell this story 
to others. Our biannual Friends & Family 
Shabbat is a great time to see students lead our 
dynamic Shabbat experience, including weekly 
Reform and Conservative services, Divrei 
Torah, and Shabbat dinner. We also invite the 
community to speaker events throughout the 
year. Through Wednesday lunch sponsorships, 
many local organizations share their programs 
with students and learn about us in return. 
However, you don’t have to come to Hillel to 

hear our stories. Sta�  and 
students are featured as 
regular guest speakers 
around town, and Hillel 
Shabbat has become 
an annual community 
event featuring 
students speaking at 
area synagogues about 
their Hillel experience 
(last year, we had 10 
congregations participate, 
and we hope to add to that).

Education about Israel activity on campus. 
We know the news can be scary. We are upset 
each and every time we see an anti-Semitic or 
anti-Israel act on a college campus. Two years 
ago, we supported student leaders in their 
e� orts to defeat two Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) bills at ASU and Hillel was 
the � rst to spread the good news to our local 
friends and supporters. We are fortunate that 
things have been quiet on campus recently, and 
we don’t take this for granted. The article on 
page 3 provides an update on this subject. If you 
would like a � rst-hand account of Israel activity 
at ASU, our sta�  and student leaders speak 
regularly to local groups throughout the year, so 
look for one of those opportunities.
  
Please be in touch if you know an incoming ASU 
student or would like a guest speaker at your 
upcoming board meeting or other community 
event. Thank you for your continued interest in 
and support of Hillel at ASU.

Debbie Yunker Kail
Executive Director

Steve Goldstein
President

Hillel in the Community Fostering aFrom OurLeadership
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Our broad approach to Israel education 
and programming is designed with the 
understanding that many of today’s 
college students are coming to campus 
with little or no connection to Israel. 

Increased engagement this year has 
been made possible by the many 
outside organizations teaming up with 
us to make sure that ASU, the largest 
university in the United States, has top 
notch programming and resources. We 
are thankful for the partnership of the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Phoenix, 
Jewish Community Foundation, and 
Combined Jewish Philanthropy’s (CJP)’s 
IACT Initiative. We have been able to 
enhance one of our Birthright trips 
annually through BICEP, Birthright 
Israel Collaborative Enhancement 
Project. Birthright Israel and Birthright 
Israel Foundation, together with Seed 
the Dream Foundation, launched 
BICEP in 2012. The program allows us 
to bring Israeli soldiers on our bus for 
a full 10 days instead of the traditional 
5, and o� ers unique additions to our 
trip itinerary. Throughout the BICEP 
programming year, we connect with 
StandWithUs to develop and implement 
a comprehensive Israel strategy 
personalized to our unique campus 
environment. 

A multi-pronged approach allows us to 
connect with students based on their 

interests and desired starting points.

High-visibility Israel events. One goal 
this year was to bring positive Israel 
experiences out onto the campus green, 
reaching 1000s of students at once. These 
events normalize public conversation 
about Israel and show the diversity of 
ways to connect with Israel. In February 
Artists for Israel, an artists’ collective 
that supports peace in Israel through art, 
visited campus and o� ered an interactive 
8’x36’ mural creation experience. They 
shared their stories and talked with 
students, all while painting one side of 
the mural to show ASU school spirit. The 
other side was open all day for students to 
paint with the artists. 

Israel Day featured 16 local and national 
Israel-related organizations on Hayden 
Lawn in March. Through sampling food 
and information, students celebrated 
Israeli culture and society. 

Educational programs. Many students 
are already engaged with Israel and 
want to learn more from experts. We 
were fortunate this year to host David 
Makovsky, former advisor to Secretary of 
State Kerry during the most recent Israeli-
Palestinian peace negotiations, and 
Daniel Hernandez, former Congressional 
intern and pro-Israel activist who 
does outreach to the Latino and LGBT 
communities. When Israeli soldiers came 

to campus, students � ocked to Hillel to 
hear from them and the visit also led to a 
joint event with the campus Pat Tillman 
Veterans Center. Creative events like 
� lm screenings and Krav Maga trainings 
round out other ways students learn more 
about Israel with ASU Hillel.

Birthright Israel. One of the best 
things we can o� er is a free trip to 
Israel. Students love seeing the Jewish 
homeland with new and old ASU friends 
and the price can’t be beat! What makes 
our Birthright program di� erent is 
that it is not just a trip or a one-time 
experience. It is one of many signi� cant 
steps in our students’ ongoing Jewish 
journey and life-long relationship with 
Israel. Most students who come on the 
Hillel trip are not involved prior to their 
trip. Preparation for our trips involves 
several gatherings to introduce students 
to Jewish and Israeli culture. Hillel 
sta�  serve as educators on the trip, 
complementing the Israeli tour educator’s 
role and forging relationships that make 
it easy for students to stay connected 
back on campus. After each trip, every 
student receives individual follow up 
from trip sta�  and is also given many 
outlets to take on leadership roles. These 
include becoming a Birthright recruiter 
or a BICEP Fellow, working to keep trip 
alumni together and engaged in ongoing 
learning about Israel.

The Artists4Israel mural on campus in February
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I N  T H E I R
UNDERSTANDING PHILANTHROPY

Community Connections Help Students in a Variety of Ways

BRIDGING JEWISH CONNECTIONS GETTING READY FOR COLLEGE

One of the most striking things I noticed about the 
women’s luncheon was the diversity in generations 
of women there. In attendance were people my 
age, mothers, and grandmothers all having lunch 
in one room with the united goal of celebrating 
our Jewish identity and supporting Jewish causes.  
That was pretty amazing. leah nahon ‘16

I loved speaking at Congregation Beth Israel (CBI) 
for Hillel Shabbat, because I was able to connect 
two places that I love, Camp Stein and ASU Hillel, 
and promote both at the same time. Being able to 
share my campus Jewish experiences with the CBI 
community who only knows me in the capacity of 
a Camp Stein sta�  member was a lot of fun for me.
danny marsh ‘17

Hillel visited my temple’s high school program several times 
to help us determine how we can stay connected to Judaism in 
college and get us excited for ASU! We enjoyed our opportunity to 
visit Hillel, walk around campus, and talk with college students 
about their experiences at Hillel and ASU. With each visit we 
became increasingly enthusiastic, knowing there is a welcoming 
Jewish community on campus. I’m excited to start ASU in August 
already knowing some people and being familiar with Hillel. 
chloe carriere ‘20

Leah, second from right, attends the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Phoenix’s Women’s 
Philanthropy Lunch with fellow students

Danny, center, at Hillel Engagement Institute in 
St. Louis, MO last summer. Hillel Shabbat is one 

weekend during which students share their stories 
at area congregations.

Chloe, right, and Stefanie Hymovitch enjoy their new 
Birthright swag bags during our visit

FINDING A MENTOR
Connecting with Vicki Harris, along with the other women at 
the Nashim Networking event, helped me to understand how 

community involvement and dedication to furthering oneself 
will lead me to success in both my personal life and professional 

career. Vicki has since become my mentor, where we meet and 
also e-mail one another to discuss our careers and any new 
updates within the accounting � eld. jessica babani ‘18

Jessica, second from right, hanging around Hillel
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OWN WORDS
Community Members Value their Connection to Hillel

MEETING TEENS WHERE THEY ARE
One of my favorite moments as a volunteer in the Jewish 

community was this past spring when Debbie Yunker Kail 
contacted me to see if Hillel could sponsor water bottles for 

the new Greater Phoenix Jewish Youth Group Sports League (a 
collaborative sports league with teams from NFTY, BBYO, NCSY 

and USY and coordinated by the VOSJCC). She recognized that 
the 80+ participating teens are future Jewish college students 

and we gave her the opportunity to present the bottles and 
terri� c information about Hillel to our teens. And, now we have 
Jewish teens around our community drinking from Hillel water 

bottles—this was just plain smart! jennifer schwarz

Water bottle presentation

LEARNING WITH STUDENTS
I feel so fortunate to have an active Hillel in our 
community because I was able to hear a great 
speaker, David Makovsky, from the Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy. The evening was 
special because I could hear the students engaging 
with him about the Israeli-Palestinian peace 
process and get a better understanding of what it’s 
like to be a student today. sue adatto

Students with David Makovsky after his talk 
entitled “Is Peace Possible? Strengthening the 

Prospects for Middle East Peace”

CELEBRATING SHABBAT WITH FAMILY
It’s very important that young Jews in college experience the 
Jewish community as part of their college life. Our children 
have been fortunate to enjoy Hillel at four di� erent universities 
throughout the country, so we feel honored and privileged to 
play a small part in bringing family and friends together here 
at ASU through Hillel. randi and alan jablin, family & 
friends shabbat sponsors

Celebrating son Mat’s graduation in May

Help us reach even m� e students!
Do you know an incoming or current ASU student?

Call or email to share their contact information
and we will reach out directly to them!

480 967 7563 • hillel@hillelasu.org

By the Numbers: 2015-16

512 students reached

50 campus and 
community partnerships

80% of Birthright Israel 
alumni engaged in Jewish 

and Israel activities



� ank You f�  Investing
Hillel is dependent on the generosity of parents, alumni, and community members. We sincerely appreciate 

every individual who supports Jewish life on campus. Due to space limitations, contributions of $100+ made 
between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016 are listed below. We apologize for any errors or omissions; please 

contact Jacob Ladin at Hillel with any corrections. 

6     Hillel at ASU

$10,000-24,999
Nancy & Zach Brooks
Diane & John Eckstein
Benjamin Goldberg Charitable Trust
Deeann Griebel*
Jewish Community Foundation
Seed the Dream
Barbara & Barry Zemel

$5,000-9,999
Flo & Paul Eckstein
Marilyn & David Frazer
Fran & Larry Frazin*
Randi & Alan Jablin/Friedel Family  
     Foundation*
Hillel International
Selina & Eli Kaminsky
Valerie & Herschel Richter
Joel Schaller
Young Jewish Funders of Arizona

$2,500-4,999
Nancy & Larry Mo�  tt*
Cyndi & Jamie Rosenthal
Sheila Schwartz

$1,000-2,499
Judy Ackerman & Richard Epstein
Nancy & Joel Breshin
Amanda & Micah Brooks
Alice & Peter Buseck 
Vicki & Howard Cabot*
Wendy & David Carriere
Shirley & Mark Cohen
Elaine & Sid Cohen
Amy & Andrew Cohn
Shelley Cohn*
Melanie & Hilton Efune
Rosana Bodanis Farber Memorial
     Program Endowment
Cheryl & Ira Gaines

Cheryl & Stan Hammerman
Rachel & Jonathan Ho� er
Sima & Irving Ho� man
Israel on Campus Coalition
Gary Jaburg
Joel Jacob
Jewish Community Foundation
     Youth Philanthropy Board
Nina & Michael Kotin*
Sue & Mark Landy
Veronica & Eddie Lange
Lodestar Jewish Donor Advised
     Fund
Kristina & Marvin Lustiger
Irene Metz
Jenny Norton & Bob Ramsey
Susie & Bob Roth
Pamela & Jonathan Ruzi
Judy & Mark Searle
Beth Shapiro & Steve Goldstein
Sara & Bob Silver
Dale & Alan Singer
StandWithUs
Eva & Marvin Steiner
Donna & Rudy Troisi/Reliable
     Background Screening
Elaine Waxman & Bob Segelbaum
Caryll & Gerald Webner
Ann & Ted Zinman

$500-999
Richard Bash
Kim & Aaron Blau
Nancy Bodinet & Todd Franks
Sharon & Allan Bulman
Michelle & Rabbi Micah Caplan
Michael Chasin
Edith Cox & Brian Nickel
Cynthia & Edward DuBrow
Susan & Ira Feldman
Lynn Frazin-Lerner & Marc Lerner

Marion & Je� rey Isaacs
Jewish Community Association
Debbie & Benjamin Kail
Rabbi Elana Kanter & Rabbi
     Michael Wasserman
Brooke & Mark Khazanovich
Donna & Joel Kramer
Pat & Barry Kriegsfeld
Tracy Leonard-Warner & Randy
     Warner
Men of Reform Judaism
Andi & Dr. Sherman Minko� *
Erika & Steven Neuberg
Randee & Shlomo Pri-tal
Gerald Rosenbluth
Tracy & Marc Schwimmer
Susan & Brent Silver
Maryann & Jack Spiegelman
Temple Solel/Rabbi John Linder
Julie & Daniel Witenstein

$180-499
Carrie & Morris Aaron
Shotsy & Marty Abramson
Sue & David Adatto
Jerome Aronson
Falynn & Jason Baum
Julian Beuzieron
Dr. Ethan Bindelglas 
Linda & Je� rey Bonn
Dorothy & Michael Blaire
Barbara & Lewis Brown
Marilyn Cabay & Peter Rez
Stefanie & Jerry Cargill
Alison & Jonathan Cassorla
Elaine & Je� rey Chapman
Edward Chulew
Joel Clapick
Jennifer Eckstein
Lee Eisenberg
Rochelle & Stan Ferdman

Judy Frieder & Stu Turgel
Barbara & Joel Gerebo� 
Tsipi Goeta-Kreisler
Deborah & Hirsch Go� man
Kelly Goldberg
Fran & Edwin Goldstein
Neil Goldstein
Yvette & Bernard Goldstein
Midge & Gerald Golner
Dottie & Murray Goodman
Adeline & Clarence Gould
Fred Greenberg
Laurie Gross & Arthur Schaefer
Gary Grove
Helene Sicherman & Jay
     Hellinger
Susan & Rick Hirschhaut
Penny & Arnold Horwitch
Renee & Arthur Horowitz
Julie & Jonathan Ivanhoe
Jewish Free Loan
Jewish Genetic Diseases Center of
     Greater Phoenix
Jewish Studies at Arizona State     
     University
Terri & Rick Jonas
Ruthie & Ira Joseph
Steven E. Kaplan
Chelsey Keller
Leo & Evelyn Kelman Endowment
     Fund
Inna & Alex Khazanovich
Michelle & Bryan Kort
David Kotin
Sue & Neal Kurn
Kevin Ladin
Paula Lai
Benjamin Lane
Lauri Gomberg Lazarus
Lisa & Steve Litt
Irene Lubin

Hillel at ASU is a proud partner of the
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Lynn & Matthew Luger
Rosalind & Larry Mankin
Beth & Rob Marsh
Kimberly Marshall & Adam
     Zweiback
Marcia & James Marx
Medtronic Foundation
Shannon & Keith Mishkin
Laura & Paul Mittman
Bruce Nager
Sandra & Joseph Palais
Rachel & Doug Passon
Linda & Howard Pressman
Joyce & Dan Rabinowitz
Adam Reeback
Daniel Reynolds
Wendy & Jonathan Rose
Hannah Rosen
Fran & Al Sachs
Marjorie & Steve Sands
Judith & Michael Scha� ert
Sandra Sheinbein
Tina & Irwin Sheinbein
Gail & Jay Sherman
Paula & Arlie Sherman
Carmen & Joel Sideman
Judy & Allen Silberman
George-Ann & Judge Barry
     Silverman
Evelyn & Daniel Simon
Angel & Dale Singer
Joan & Morton Sitver
Barbara & Stephen Slogo� 
Deborah Sparrow
Daniel Spiegelman
Richard Stark

Peter Sunenshine
Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation
Sun Lakes Jewish Cong. Sisterhood
Suzanne & Richard Swift
Temple Emanuel of Tempe
Steve Tepper
Janette & Stuart Wachs
Naomi & Gerald Weiner
Cindy & Paul Weiser
Marie & William Wolf
The Women's Jewish Learning
     Center

$100-179
Audrey & Dan Abrams
Wendy & Ian Ackerman
Carol & Thomas Alpert
Alpha Epsilon Pi Foundation
Maxine & Dennis Baker
Ruth Becker
Tricia & Andy Beran
Diane & David Birk
Ilene & Alan Blau
David Brokaw
Sandra Burt
Andrea & Gregory Cohen
Joyce Cohen
Dennis Cooper
Joyce Cooper
Bernice & Richard Cubirth
Marty & Elliot Ellentuck
Leah Eskinazi
Virginia & David Foster
Rina & Michael Freeman
Tara Fuchs-Roesler & Alan Roesler
Alice Gartell

Marilyn & Joseph Gimbel
Linda & Robert Glassman
Arlene & Marvin Glazer
Amy Golden
Naomi & David Goodell
Carole Greenes
Joseph Hecht
Max Jevinsky
Gail & Melvin Kessler
Shari & Irwin Kanefsky
Jake Khazanovich
Robert Kimball
Norman Kogen
Beth Ladin
Lori & Marc Lee
Raymond Lee
Louise Leverant
Audrey & Scott Lewis
Jack Linde
Mike Mader
Donna & Robert Marshak
Mirjana Mladinov
Esther & Abe Orlick
Andrea Poisner-Corchine
Monte Pollard
Hazel Radowsky
Marilyn & Sheldon Raizes
Maddy & Sheldon Roth
Linda & Irwin Sandler
Michelle Schechner
Joanne Schlosser
Mary Schott
Rana & Joseph Schwartz
Lola & Jacob Shapiro
Dr. Cory Shapiro
Bunny & Sandor Shuch

Nancy & Stuart Siefer
Ruth & Gerald Siegel
Dorry & Harry Sunenshine
Toby & Jerome Taylor
Laura Thede
Jo Ann & Je� rey Timbanard
Howard Weiner
Pamela & Gary Yunker

In-Kind Donations
Arizona Coyotes
ASU Gammage
Cactus Sports
California Pizza Kitchen
Candy Addicts
Chompies/Shirli Borenstein
Cold Stone Creamery
Dave & Buster's
David Engelman
Desert Botanical Garden
Ike's Place
Jack Linde
Joel Schaller
Kettle Heroes
Mozart Café & Bakery
Nancy & Zach Brooks
N-Counter
P.F. Chang's
Paletas Betty
Phoenix Suns
RA Sushi
The Blau Company, Ltd.
The Red Door Spa

*Transformational Leadership Campaign (multi-year commitments)

Designed by Raymie Humbert raymie.xyz

� e Impact of Your InvestmentA special thank you to...
$180 supports a Birthright 

Israel reunion.

$500 supports a 
mentoring dinner.

$2,500 supports our 
leadership retreat.

$5,000 sponsors fi ve 
Shabbat dinners.

• Everyone who contributed to our Double Your 
Dollar campaign. We raised $50,000!

• Everyone who contributed to the AZ Hillel 
Cup. We raised over $4,000 online and beat 
UA Hillel!



Judy Ackerman & Richard
     Epstein
Tricia & Andy Beran
Karen & Jay Bycer
Micah Caplan
Shelley Cohn
David R. Frazer
Hirsch T. Go� man
Steven M. Goldstein
Deeann Jo Griebel
Gary Grove
Cheryl F. & Stanley M.
     Hammerman
Mrs. Randi Jablin
Tracy Leonard-Warner
Andrea & Jerry
     Lewkowitz

Barbara Lewkowitz &
     Geo� rey Gonsher
Irene & Donald Lubin
Irene B. Metz
Sherman D. Minko� , MD
Larry & Nancy Mo�  tt
Susie & Bob Roth
Joel Schaller
Marcia Gwen Lobock
     Solochek
Paul E. Stander
Susan Stander
Elaine Waxman
Marcia & Max Weisberg
Barbara & Barry Zemel
Ann & Ted Zinman
Anonymous

LIFE & LEGACY is a multi-year partnership program 
between the Jewish Community Foundation and the 
Harold Grinspoon Foundation that promotes end-of-

lifetime giving to Jewish organizations.

For more information on how you can show your 
support for the long-term viability of Hillel’s presence 
at ASU, contact Shelley Cohn, Life & Legacy Chair, at 

shelleycohn@cox.net.

Don't forget to follow us on social media!


